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Bird of the trip:  There was no obvious winner.  However, with three votes, the Secretary 
Bird, received the highest score!  
 
Gordon:  Rockrunner 
Sylvia : Violet-eared Waxbill 
Neil: Rufous-eared Warbler 
Nick: Marico Sunbird 
Doug: Cape Vulture 
Janet: Go-away Bird 
Bozena: Crimson-breasted Shrike 
John, Suzanne and Immanuel: Secretary Bird   
 
 
 
 
Mammal of the trip:  Porcupine, with four votes.  
 
 
 
 
Reptile of the trip:  Namibian Rock Agama 

 
 
 
  
 female                                        male
   

  
 
 
 

 
 
Plant/tree of the trip:      Dichrostachys cinerea, commonly known as a Sickle Bush or  
 Christmas Tree.  Family: Fabaceae 
 
 

Dichrostachys cinerea is a deciduous shrub or small tree, up 
to 7 m high, with a rounded crown, 3 m wide.   The pleasant-
smelling fluffy flowers are lilac in the upper half and yellow in the 
lower, giving rise to the descriptive name Chinese lantern tree in 
other countries.  Its flowering season is spring, generally from 
September to February.  

It is widespread throughout Africa, but it also occurs in 
Madagascar, India, Indonesia and Australia. It occurs in a diverse 
range of habitats, but in southern Africa it is very common in the 
warm, dry savannas. 

Its hard and durable wood is termite resistant, making it ideal 
for fence posts. It is often planted to serve as live fencing and as a 
fodder.  It is also used to make tool handles, milk pots, smoking 
jars, and fibre from the bark. The roots are used as a local 
anaesthetic for ailments such as snake bites, scorpion stings and 
toothache. In Botswana, parts of the tree are used as a tapeworm 
cure. It also makes high quality firewood.  
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Facts on Namibia  
 
 

 
 

Surface Area 82 4268 km2 (4 times the size of Britain) 

Population 2.1 million 

Population Density 2.2 per km2 

Major ethnic groups Owambo (50%), Kwangali (9%), Damara (7%), Herero (7%), 
Nama (5%), San (3%), Baster (2%), Afrikaner and German 

 
Religion Christian (80-90%, with Lutheran at least 50%), indigenous beliefs 

(10-20%)  
 
Capital Windhoek 

Windhoek Population 240 000 

Highest Mountain Brandberg 

Nature Reserves 15% of surface area 

Tarred Roads 5 450km 

Gravel Roads 37 000km 

Vegetation Zones 14 

Endemic Plant Species 200 

Tree Species 120 

Lichen Species 100+ 

Mammal Species 240 

Reptile Species 250 

Frog Species 50 

Bird Species  676                               

Endemic bird species 1      
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                           Itinerary 
 

Day 1  
 
Tuesday  1/11/11 

  
The tour started at different times for us.  Gordon and Doug arrived at Windhoek a day earlier than the 
rest of the group, after having a very rewarding time in South Africa.  The plane from Frankfurt carrying 
Sylvia, John, Suzanne, Neil and Nick on board, arrived on Tuesday morning, only 10 minutes later than 
scheduled.  At the airport, we managed to spot our first birds, and those included Palm, Brandsfield and 
Little Swifts, Rock Martin and the Grey Go-away Bird.  The airport is situated 45 km from Windhoek.  
We drove via a rather empty dry savanna landscape and reached our lodge, on the outskirts of Windhoek, 
an hour later.   Janet, on the other hand, flew from Cape Town and joined us only at noon, after being 
initially collected by our minibus company at the airport.       

Our Spanish-style hotel was full of character with wrought iron, balustrades, arched windows and 
terracotta tiles.   Doug and Gordon had already made their first birding walkabout and produced an 
interesting list of birds for us when we all gathered for a coffee on the terrace.  Their Red-billed Firefinch 
was controversial at first, but later we discovered that its distribution now goes far beyond that described 
in the SASOL bird book.  

After some freshening up, we all met up for 
lunch at the hotel grounds at 12:00.  Our guide for 
the afternoon, Gudrun and her unexpected friend, 
joined us for lunch.   Soon after, we were off to 
Monte Christi Farm, about 30 km north of 
Windhoek, to have our first introduction to 
Namibian birds and animals.  

On the dusty track leading to a farm, we had 
our first Damara Hornbill and Crimson-breasted 
Shrike flushed out from the bushes.  A Little 
Grebe, African Jacana, Common Moorhen, White-breasted Cormorant and Reed Cormorant were found 
on a little pond by the farm.    

On the farm, in front of the large and well maintained farmhouse, there was an artificial lake full of 
waterbirds, including Darter, Black-necked Grebe, White Pelican, Egyptian Goose, South African 
Shelduck and Red-billed Teal.  Red-billed Buffalo Weaver nests were built in the middle of the lake, but 
there was no sign of the birds.  We took a walk around the lake and amongst others we saw Sacred Ibis, 
Groundscraper Thrush, six species of Egrets, African Pipit, Yellow-throated Petronia, Rosy-faced 
Loverbird, Green Wood-hoopoe, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, and Lilac-breasted and Purple Rollers.  ’s 
Parrot and African Cuckoo were heard in the distance. 

On an isolated pond behind the lake, we encountered Wood Sandpiper, Three-banded Plover, 
Black-winged Stilt, Blacksmith Lapwing, Ruff, Common Sandpiper and Common Greenshank, amongst 
others.    

Our first encounters with Great Kudu, Savanna Baboon and Common Warthog generated some 
excitement.  At the end of our walk, an African Fish Eagle glided in the distance and gave us a prolonged 
view.  As we were getting ready to depart, a Black-chested Snake-eagle appeared high in sky and another 
visit to a pond gave us a quick glimpse of a Black Crake and Zitting Cisticola.   Reluctantly, we left the 
farm as our dinner was reserved for 7:30 p.m. in Windhoek.  

Dinner at the unusual Joe’s Beer House restaurant was a lovely introduction to Namibian cuisine.   
The “Namibian Bush Fire” which consisted of tender Ostrich, Springbok and Oryx fillets in red wine 
sauce, ratatouille, straw potatoes and a dash of witblits, was the restaurant’s speciality. Unfortunately, it 
did not go well for Nick and our driver, Immanuel.   The warm strawberry crepe in Xuxu sauce, Marula 
cream and vanilla ice cream, was by far the favourite desert.  Namibian beer and South African wine 
went down very well on our first evening...   

Altogether, we saw 90 species of birds today.  Reed Cormorant, African Darter, Yellow-billed 
Egret, Squacco and Green-backed Heron, Hamerkop, African Fish Eagle, Black Crake, Diderick Cockoo, 
Yellow-throated Petronia, Scarlet-chested and Amethyst Sunbirds were not seen again during the rest of 
the trip.  
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Day 2 

    
Wednesday    2/11/11    

 
Some of us met up on a balcony overlooking the garden of the hotel for an early birding session and 

soon an array of birds were seen.  Those, amongst others, included Acacia Pied Barbet, Yellow-bellied 
Eremomela, Red-eyed Bulbul, Speckled Pigeon, White-backed Mousebird, Little Swift, African Palm-
Swift, Southern Masked Weaver, Cape Wagtail, House Sparrow, Namaqua Dove and African Reed 
Warbler, spotted by Doug in the distance.  Nick, Gordon, Doug and John ventured outside the hotel 
premises to a nearby field and came back with an impressive list of birds which included Red-headed 
Finch, Black-faced and Common Waxbills, Shaft-tailed Whydah, Black-chested Prinia and Red-billed 
Firefinch. The four-stripped Grass Mouse was also seen in the field.  

After breakfast, we packed, loaded the minibus and departed for the western coast.  However, Doug 
needed to purchase an extra battery for his camera, so we explored the city centre first in search of a 
camera shop.  Eventually, we found one, but the price of almost £60 for a battery was excessive and we 
gladly left a busy Windhoek at 10:20 a.m.   

Our destination for the day was Swakopmund.  We took the easy option to drive on the tarmac road, 
which was quicker but less eventful.  Doug and Gordon managed to see the Augur Buzzard as soon as we 
left Windhoek and we also stopped a few times to view our first Lappet-faced and White-backed 
Vultures.  On one occasion, 26 White-backed Vultures soared high in the sky, giving us a spectacular 
view.  We had a break for lunch at Karibib at 13:30.  Here, under the thatched roof of the open air 
restaurant, we enjoyed coffees/teas and our packed lunches.   

As we travelled further west, the vast semi-savanna landscape gave way to a flat, barren, arid and 
sparsely vegetated land.   We reached a very foggy Swakopmund at about 16:00, only to find that the 
road leading to our lodge was blocked and we had to find an alternative way.  We drove via, what felt 
like a maze, but finally reached our destination.    

Our accommodation was a modern, open plan, almost a grand design lodge.  Some of the rooms had 
a balcony facing the sea.  John and Sylvia were lucky to get a honey-moon suite.  The lodge was situated 
a walking distance from the seashore and some of us decided to have a walk and get familiar with the 
area.  The walk was fruitful and numerous new species of waders and gulls enriched our list, including 
Kelp and Hartlaub’s Gulls, Grey Plover, Turnstone, Whimbrel, Rock Kestrel and Orange River White-
eye. 

Soon, it was time to depart for our evening meal.  We were dining tonight at the Tug restaurant 
situated right on the shore.  Our table had the best view of the sea and we arrived on time to get a glimpse 
of the sun-setting.  The evening meal was memorable with Atlantic Fish Soup, Kingklip ‘Papillote’ 
relished with lobster and fillet steak ‘Cognac’ being the most popular dishes.  

On the return to our lodge, some of us stayed up longer and updated the bird list with the help of 
freshly brewed coffee.   

 
Today, the list of birds closed at 46 species with the Wahlberg’s Eagle and Alpine Swift recorded 

for the first time and not seen again on the trip.  
 
 
  

Day 3  
 
Thursday  3/11/11    

 
The day started rather unfortunately for Gordon and Doug, who locked themselves in their room for 

the night, but could not find the key to open the door in the morning.  The owner came to a rescue and 
opened the door with a spare key.  As it turned out, the 
“boys” locked the key securely in their safe the night before! 

After our scrumptious breakfast, we drove to Walvis 
Bay, 30 km south of Swakopmund, to undertake, what turned 
out, to be a memorable boat trip.   

We boarded our boat and as we left the harbour, White 
Pelicans soon appeared around us begging for food.  The 
skipper fed them with small fish, providing perfect 
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opportunities for pictures as the birds flew towards, and then, along the boat.   
Soon, an unexpected guest joined the crew: a big Cape Fur Seal jumped on the back of the boat and 

slid to the centre seat, to a surprised cheer from all of us. It posed for pictures beautifully and did not 
mind a big crowd of paparazzi. 

Eventually, we reached a large oyster farm 
suspended on a floating drum. An exchange of 
oysters and coke took place and Nick indulged 
himself in scoffing fresh oysters straight from the 
lagoon. 

The excitement reached a peak when we 
approached Pelican Point, a sandy peninsular 
embracing Walvis Bay lagoon.  The skipper 
skilfully manoeuvred the boat close to a 
sandbank, so we could get a close view of Cape 
Fur Seals basking on the shore.  A few of them 
took a plunge in the water and swam along the 

boat with one individual being particularly vocal.  Here, we also saw globally endangered Black 
Oystercatcher, Caspian and Swift Terns, Little Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, Grey Heron and the most sought 
after, Crown Cormorant.  A scavenging Kelp Gull was ripping the meat off a dead seal.  A Black-backed 
Jackal was seen in the distance scavenging for food.  

It was time to depart for deeper waters in search for cetaceans.  As 
we looked around for them, a Sooty Shearwater came close to the boat, 
giving us prolonged views.  White-chinned Petrel was also seen by some 
of us.  Soon Bottlenose Dolphins swam along-side the boat and 
occasionally jumped above the water.  Sadly, Heaviside Dolphins were 
not very active and only Nick and Bozena managed to see them when 
they briefly emerged above the water surface (dolphins, that is!).     

Later, the skipper stopped the boat and treated us to an elaborate lunch: we were spoilt with Walvis 
Bay fresh oysters, various small snacks, sweets and cold champagne.   Some of us were reluctant to taste 
the oysters, but, in the end, even Suzanne and Janet gave it a try admitting that, after all, there were not 
that bad.   

On our return to a harbour at 12:40, we met John Paterson, our guide for the rest of the day.  We 
drove with him to Rooibank in search for the only true Namibian endemic, the Dune Lark.  As we walked 
through a barred flat landscape to reach the dunes, the first encounters with the desert animals, enchanted 
us.  The Common Namib Day Gecko Rhoptropus afer and an unidentified lizard ran across the field.  
Gordon named the latter the “Namibian Flicking Lizard” later at the dinner, because at that point, we had 
not identified it.   The next day, the lizard was named the Wedge-snouted Lizard Meroles cuneirostris.  
Janet spotted our first Tenebrionid beetle.   

 
As we approached the dunes, we all spread out to increase our chances to see the illusive lark.  We 

walked and looked and searched, but apart from Creosote Bush Larrea tridentata, Namid Bushman-grass 
Stipagrostis sabulicola, Nara Acanthosicyos horridus, a spiny shrub with nutritious melon-like fruits (the 
latter two species are endemic to Namib Desert), which entertained us for a while, there was no sign of 
the bird.   

 7



As the spirits got low in the heat of the day, Gordon 
came to a rescue.   He found a fungus that he wanted 
to show Janet.  While speaking to her, he overheard a 
bird calling from a direction that he could not 
localise.  Janet pointed to him where the call was 
coming from and as he walked in that direction, he 
spotted two dull and rather insignificant looking larks 
playing hide-and-seek amongst the short vegetation.  
In no time at all, we all gathered around Gordon and 
chased the ghostly Dune Larks to get those winning 
shots.  Well done Gordon and Janet! 

After a rather long but successful search, we returned to Walvis Bay. On the way to the famous 
saltpans, we stopped at the Walvis Bay lagoon, where the exposed mudflats on the receding tide, 
produced good views of a rare visitor, Terek Sandpipers, spotted by Neil.  There were numerous species 
of waders, but the biggest excitement was provided by a Damara Tern, foraging along the shore.   

As we drove along the saltpans, groups of waders, mainly Curlew Sandpipers, were roosting on the 
concentration pans, but masses of them were also foraging on the exposed mudflats, too far though to see 
well.  No signs of the Chestnut-banded Plover though.  On the way back, we spotted a big flock of Black-
necked Grebes in the distance.   

We concluded yet another eventful day with a lovely meal at the Lighthouse restaurant, a former 
lighthouse, and now declared a national monument.  Janet was not feeling well that evening and decided 
to stay behind.  As we approached the restaurant, Helmeted Guineafowls  were calling in the dark.  We 
had a small room to ourselves which gave us privacy.  The restaurant was owned by an Italian who came 
to greet us at the table.  The food was divine and the most popular choices included goulash soup, Tuna 
fish and an Italian version of tiramisu, which was absolutely mouth-watering.  

 
The bird list closed at 55 species today, with 17 species not seen again on the trip.  
 
 
 

Day 4  
 

Friday  04/11/11 
 
Today, we devoted the whole day to exploring the dune system and the unique landscape of the 

Namid Desert.  We had our scrumptious breakfast, and soon after, Tommy collected us from the lodge in 
his large vehicle, well adapted to drive on the dunes.  On reaching the dunes, we had to disembark so that 
air could be let out of the tyres.  Here, this short break produced African Reed Warbler, Black-chested 
Prinia and Bokmakierie.   

Off we went up, down and along the dunes.  Suddenly we stopped, as Tommy found a track going 
up a dune made by a snake.  Finding the creature proved to be difficult, but our first stop produced the 
smallest beetle in the world, the Dung Beetle, Ptinidae, instead.  Then, we encountered a spider, living in 
a delicate tube spun with silk, and Doug saw his first lichen, Teloschistes chrysocaroides.  Another short 
break produced three Three-banded Plovers and two Cape Sparrows. 

Further on, the Reticulated Lizard Meroles reticulatus was spotted by Tommy.  Tommy tried to 
make it latch on to our ears as an earring and some of us were brave enough to give it a try.   

Dollar Bush Zygophyllum stapffii a Namib endemic and Ice Plant Mesembryanthemum 
guerichianum were the most obvious plants here. 

Soon after, a few Head-standing Beetles Onymacris unguicularis were disturbed from the sand and 
ran up the dune.  This beetle has a unique adaptation to take advantage of the foggy conditions in the 

coastal dunes of the Namib Desert and, when fog is present in the 
morning, it creeps to the crest of a dune, and by facing into the wind 
and stretching its back legs up and its head down, it catches the water 
droplets that run down along its body straight to its mouth.   

Tommy stopped at yet another dune and frantically started to dig, 
soon pulling out a Palmato Gecko Pachydactylus rangei. This gecko 
has webbed feet (hence, another name, Web-footed Gecko) and such 
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delicate and almost transparent skin that any harsh light could 
cause serious damage, so it was handled with care.  A suitable 
location with sufficient moisture was then found to let it 
burrow into the sand again.   

Here, Tommy also collected black “dirt” from the 
surface of the dune using the magnet.  This black dirt turned 
out to be magnetite Fe3O4.  Tommy asked for a volunteer and 
spread the black material along the Sylvia’s arm.  Passing a 
magnet above her arm, the ‘hair’ stood on end.  Suzanne 
volunteered to take the “back matter” home.  

 
Further along the undulating 
dunes, Tommy stopped once more and a big search for an endemic 
Namaqua Chameleon Chamaeleo namaquensis began.  Unfortunately, this 
species has decreased over the years due to a high demand for it in Germany 
and its illegal collection from the Namib.  However, our walk across the 
desert plain was quite fruitful as we saw a Stenocara eburnean Beetle and 
Coffee Bean Beetle Zophosis ambilis, found by Neil. 

Tommy offered us a comfort stop, and to our surprise, two mobile 
toilets appeared in the middle of the desert.  Here, Tommy had a rendezvous 
with a young Tractrac Chat which happily scooped food from his hand.  A 
big flock of Grey-backed Sparrowlarks were dispersed amongst the bushes.  

 
Our tour finished off with a nice drive along, down and up the dunes 

giving us a good view of the expanse and beauty of the desert.  Eventually, 
we had our last stop, where the dunes meet the ocean.  Here, we also 

witnessed Tommy’s rival being stuck in the sand and unable to drive to the top of a dune, to Tommy’s 
and our delight (?!). 

 

 

Tommy called at a garage to inflate the tyres 
as we were to drive on a tarmac road to see the 
botanical sensation of Namibia, Welwitschia 
mirabilis.  The break was longer than expected, so 
we also managed to have a quick lunch.  Soon, we 
took off in an easterly direction.  

 

 

 

  

Our first stop was on the floodplain, where the density of lichens was one of 
the highest in the world.  First though, Tommy showed us Sicarius hahnii, 
possibly the most lethal spider in the world, with no effective treatment.  
Fortunately, due to its habitat, it is rarely encountered and appears reluctant 
to bite.   

Doug found his little heaven here and we all played our part by picking 
up and delivering new specimen to him.   As Tommy informed us, there were 180 species of lichens 
known in the area, where a high concentration of gypsum stimulates their growth.  By the end of this 
short visit, “Uncle” Doug had an impressive list of 18 species of lichens.   

Soon, Tommy’s famous saying, “Let’s find something more interesting”, made us return to the car 
and off we went again. 
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Tommy asked us to close our eyes and open 
them only at a viewing point to increase the impact 
of the “Moon Landscape” that suddenly appeared 
in front of us.  The view of the layers of ragged 
mountains was truly impressive.  We descended 
then into lower grounds and drove through a valley 
of the moonscape, which was a totally barren, 
undulating, rocky desert formed by the valleys of 
the Swakop river.  

 

 
 
 
A few birds were spotted along the road, but the 

biggest excitement was provided by our stop at the 
Welwitschia plain.  Big specimens of Welwitschia 
mirabilis were dotted on both sides of the road.   We 
had a good walk about, picked up on new species of 
plants, including a beautiful South-west Eldelweiss 
Helichrysmum roseo-niveum, saw Familiar Chat in 
the vicinity and finally, climbed the “singing rocks”.  

 
 

 
As we drove back to Swakompund, a male Ostrich ran across the barren field, herds of Springbok 

grazed happily on the open plain, Ludwik Bustard took off in the distance and üüü Course posed for a 
brief picture.  

We reached Swakopmund at 18:40, with enough time to refresh and get ready for our evening meal 
in the Wreck restaurant, a walking distance from the lodge.  However, only Janet had enough energy to 
walk, while the rest of us took the easy option and drove with Immanuel.  The restaurant was once again 
beautifully situated on the coast with a lovely view over the ocean.  As the day came to a close, we 
indulged ourselves in good food and wine.   

Doug, Neil, John and Nick and myself updated the bird list later in the lodge.  Today, 26 species of 
birds were recorded, with Yellow Canary, Bürchell’s Courser, African Mourning Dove and White-
rumped Swift seen for the first time.    

 
 
 Day 5 
 
 

Saturday 05/11/11    
 
We all gathered at the breakfast table this morning (except Suzanne), but only six of us decided to 

drive afterwards to the Swakopmund salt pans in search of the illusive Chestnut-banded Plover.  Once 
there, we localised the White-fronted Plover first and then eventually tracked down a few Chestnut-
banded Plovers.  At least one of them was a breeding bird with a chick by its side.  We had a quick walk 
across a flat terrain, but apart from a few Tractrac Chats and 
two Meerkats running across the field, there was no sign of a 
Grey’s Lark that we hoped to find.  In the distance, we saw 
both species of flamingoes, Greenshank, Black-winged Stilt, 
Whimbrel, Ruddy Turnstone and hundreds of Cape 
Cormorants.  

We rushed to the lodge to collect the rest of the group.  
After saying good-bye to our wonderful host, we embarked 
on a few-hour journey to Erongo Mountains.  En route, we 
stopped for a picnic lunch, where we also saw Fiscal Shrike, 
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Marico Sunbird and Red-eyed Bulbul.  A quick comfort stop some time later at the petrol station gave us 
a good view of Cape Sparrows.   

We reached our lodge in the Erongo Mountains in late afternoon.  The road to the camp was only 
accessible to four-wheel drive vehicles and we loaded ourselves on to a vehicle provided.   Our tented 
chalets were dotted amongst huge boulders in a pristine Namibian veld, with large wooden decking that 
was accessible only by a system of boardwalks.   It was a lovely setting with Fork-tailed Bee-eaters, Rock 
Hyrax and colourful Namibian Rock Agamas greeting us everywhere.   

We all gathered in the restaurant at 16:00 for afternoon snacks and a drink.  The restaurant was 
under a big hatched roof, beautifully situated on a rocky outcrop overlooking the granite mountains and 
floodlit waterhole.  There was a feeding station in front of the restaurant where we got good views of 
Red-eyed Bulbul, White-browed Sparrow-weaver, Violet-eared Waxbill, Green-winged Pytilia (Melba 
Finch), Damara Hornbill and our first near endemic Rosy-cheeked Lovebird.  Black Mongoose was also 
hiding amongst the rocks.     

At 18:00, we got together again for our sundowner.  As we left the lodge premises, two Damara 
Dik-dik crossed the road in front of us.  On our walk, we spotted Carp’s Tit, Barred Wren-Warbler, 
White-tailed Shrike, Grey-backed Camaroptera (Bleating Warbler) and Rock Kestrel.  We stopped for 
our sundowner amongst orange boulders as the sun 
set.   Here, some of us saw briefly a Rockrunner 
and as the Amarula was poured into the solid 
pewter wine glasses filled with ice, Gordon 
whispered looking through his binoculars: “I see a 
black spot”.  Doug could not resist a repy: 
”Gordon, its is your cataracs”.  Soon though, 
excitement reached a peak, when we spotted a 
Mountain Wheatear in most unusual plumage, with 
white chest and belly.  This form has been known 
for a while in the area, but no clear explanation is 
available for the unusual colours of the bird.       

Our dinner soon followed with the most 
enjoyable steak of Oryx for a main course.   Freckled Nightjars called and flew around the waterhole, and 
a Damara Dik-dik visited the waterhole.   

 
Altogether, 59 species of birds were seen today, with Red-backed Shrike, Violet-eared Waxbill, 

Green-winged Pytilia and Long-billed Crombec recorded for the first time. 
 
 

 
Day 6  

 
Sunday  06/11/11    

 
We met at the restaurant at 6 a.m. for tea/coffee, rusks and muffins before our morning guided walk.  

Nick admitted that he “slept like a dead hornbill”.  The usual combination of birds around the feeding 
station included Rosy-faced Lovebird, Violet-eared Waxbill, Green-winged Pytilia, Southern Masked 
Weaver, Southern Grey-headed Sparrow, Great Sparrow, Cape Bunting and Hartlaub’s Francolin.  
Eventually, we left with our guide Johnny.  Johnny immediately introduced us to a selection of 
interesting tree species and their use by local people.  We 
came across Blue-leaved Corkwood Commiphora 
glaucescens (its wood is made into household utensils and 
Himba people use it to make perfume), Shepherd’s Tree 
Boscia foetida (its roots are used to make coffee and bark is 
used by Herero people for stomach pain), African Star-
chestnut Sterculia africana, Camel Thorn Acacia erioloba, 
African Moringa Moringa ovalifolia, Umbrella Thorn 
Acacia Acacia tortilis, Cork Bush Mundulea sericea, Sickle 
Bush Dichrostachys cinerea, Trumpet Thorn  Catophractes 
alexandri and Namib Coral Tree Erythrina decora.   
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On the walk, we encountered a White-tailed Shrike sitting on its nest, Dusky Sunbird, White-

browed Scrub-robin, Green-winged Pytilia, Violet-eared Waxbill, Rock Martin and Grey-backed 
Camaroptera.  A Rockrunner responded well to a tape recorder and gave us a satisfying view.  We began 
to climb a big boulder, where a view over the surrounding valley was truly breath-taking.  Nick trailed 
behind the group for a while and when he eventually caught up with us, he admitted passionately, “I just 
had my Robert Redford moment out there glazing over the African bush”.   On the top of this massive 
boulder, Johnny laid out cold drinks for us, a lovely 
banana cake and some dry fruit.  

As it was getting very hot, we headed back to the 
camp.  Doug found new species of lichens and being 
overwhelmed by it, he admitted to himself, “I have to 
write another lichen book”.  As we were walking down 
the hill, we encountered Dusky Sunbird, Red-eyed 
Bulbul, Go-away Bird, Black-throated Canary and 
Familiar Chat.  A Black Eagle momentarily appeared 
above the cliff face.  Some of us stayed behind to find the 
nest of the Yellow-bellied Eromomela, while others 
headed for the camp.   

We all eventually met up at the restaurant for 
breakfast and some of us were tempted to savoury 
pancakes.  The afternoon siesta break followed, which 
allowed us to catch up on chores, rest and sleep to escape 
the heat.  

We met up again at 16:00 at the restaurant for cake 
and coffee/tea.  Soon afterwards, we loaded an open 
safari vehicle and drove to a dry river bed in search of 
Rüpell’s Parrot. As we left the camp, a Black-backed 
Puffback was seen briefly in the bushes.  En route, 
Johnny showed us a nest of a Black Eagle on the side of 
the cliff.  A Red-billed Francolin and Violet Wood-
hoopoe welcomed us on our arrival.  A walk on a sandy river bed produced a troop of Savanna Baboons, 
Go-away Bird, Grey Hornbill, Grey-backed Camaroptera and Common Sandpiper.  The latter caused 
some heated discussion when Johnny passionately tried to convince us that the bird was definitely not a 
whydah, as he mistook our pronunciation of “wader”. 

 We looked for Rüppell’s Parrots in vain and since the sun was set, we decided to make a premature 
celebration and poured Amarula in our smart pewter glasses.  Suddenly, Johnny got excited overhearing 
the parrots in the nearby bushes.  As some of us were determined to see the birds, we gave it a try and 
perseverance paid off.  The birds were seen, at least by some of us, on the top and amongst the bushes.  
Others saw them later in flight, except Nick, who missed two Rüppell’s Parrots flying over his head 
(Oops…). A Bearded Woodpecker and Pearl-spotted Owlet provided further excitement a while later.  As 
we loaded ourselves into the vehicle, we could hear Johnny’s sigh of relief – mission accomplished!  

We returned to the lodge just in time for an evening meal.  A Small-spotted Genet put on a quick 
appearance outside the restaurant, but not all of us had our cameras ready.  We had Ostrich for our 
evening meal and apple strudel for a desert, but some of us skipped the latter.   

 
Altogether, we saw 50 species of birds today, with the only record of White-throated Canary and 

Verreaux’s Eagle on the trip. 
 
 
 
 

Monday  7/11/11     

Day 7 

 
We had breakfast at 7 a.m., which gave us time before breakfast to do birdwatching around the 

camp.  Doug managed to get a stunning picture of a White-tailed Shrike feeding its chick and a Dassie 
Rat, whereas a Short-toed Rock-thrush was also seen by John.  A colourful array of birds at the feeding 
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station was not disappointing with a new addition of Black-throated Canary.  We were sorry to leave this 
place, where wildlife seemed to be so abundant and within the touching reach.  

Immediately after we left the lodge, two Monteiro Hornbills posed for us on the top of a tree.  We 
headed for the Kavita Lion Lodge, situated to the southwest of Etosha National Park. After a stretch of 
tarmac road, we entered a long, dusty track leading directly to Outjo.  En route, we encountered at least 
three Pale Chanting Goshawks, Red-crested Korhaan, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Bürchell’s Starling, 
Drongo, Rattling Cisticola, Steenbok, hiding in the bushes by the side of the road, and a mysterious 
Yellow-fronted Canary, seen only by John and Neil.    

At Otjio, we broke the journey for a cup of coffee/tea and that scrumptious piece of a cake.  After a 
quick visit to a local souvenir shop, liquor shop and a petrol station, we were ready to head off again.  We 
continued our journey northwest on a tarmac road and then through a type of Mopane savanna on a long, 
dusty track leading directly to our lodge.  

At the camp, we were welcomed by the owners and given a refreshing drink.  A bird table, in front 
of the open restaurant, was visited by weavers, starlings and sparrows.  Our chalets were rather simple 
but with the verandas overlooking the African veld, provided a sense of isolation and tranquity.  Here, 
around our chalets some exciting birds included Chrimson-breasted Shrike, White-tailed Shrike and Bare-
cheeked Babbler, amongst others.   

Soon, it was time to meet again in the restaurant for a cup of coffee/tea and off we went for an 
afternoon game/birdwatching drive in an open four-wheel drive vehicle.  Our first encounters included 
White-tailed Shrike and Fawn-coloured Lark, which took a while to identify.  An impressive Greater 
Kudu male and a few females were admired by us all, but when Gordon spotted another lark, his 
question: “What lark is this?”, was met with our lack of enthusiasm. Doug named it quickly “A Kudu 
Lark” and, so we moved swiftly on.  Other species included a few Kori Bustards, Helmeted Guineafowl, 
Crowned Lapwing, Scaly-feathered Finch, Golden-breasted Bunting, Violet-eared Waxbill and an eye 
catching aerial display by the Northern Black Korhaan.   During a short break for refreshing drinks, we 

saw a flock of Helmeted Guineafowl, another Kori 
Bustard, Gabar Goshawk (holding our first record 
as a Shikra for a while) and a flock of Namaqua 
Sandgrouse.  On our way back, a pair of Red-
crested Korhaan, Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill 
and a distant eagle, too far to be identified, were 
seen.  The game included sightings of small herds 
of Blue Wildebeest, Oryx, Springbok, Steenbok, 
and two Giraffes.   

In the evening, we gathered at a boma, where 
under the starry sky we were served leek soup.  
This was then followed by a buffet-type dinner, 
where Oryx stroganoff, traditional squash filled 

with peas and sweetcorn and various other vegetables were served.  Scrummy banana custard topped it all 
up.  As we enjoyed the dinner, a Tree Rat announced its presence by running along the roof beams and 
then an unexpected visit by a Porcupine interrupted our meal further.  The latter felt at absolute ease, 
making its way to the swimming pool for a drink.    

 
Altogether, 56 species of birds were recorded today with Scaly-feathered Finch, Golden-breasted 

Bunting, Bare-cheeked Babbler, Fawn-coloured Lark, Gabar Goshawk, Anteating Chat, and the only 
Herero Chat (seen only by Doug) and the Pygmy Falcon (seen only by Bozena) recorded for the first 
time.  

 
 

Day 8  
Tuesday  08/11/11    

 
In the morning, after breakfast, we took a drive to the Lion Education Centre.  Doug stayed behind 

in search for those perfect images around the camp.   
In the centre, we were given an introduction to the problem that lions face in Namibia and the ways 

those problems are tackled. Every year, 80-120 lions are killed by farmers in Namibia.  To resolve the 
conflict between the farmers and lions, the centre focuses on educating both farmers and children.  We 
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learnt here about the nature of the conflict itself, welfare, research monitoring and environmental 
education.  The centre receives 20,000 visitors a year and the educational centre is supported by other 
schools in Germany and Holland.   

We also had the opportunity to get face to face with rescued lions.  Three lions came one by one to 
the waterhole for a drink and passed just a few metres away from us.  The 
excitement was enhanced by the three Pale Chanting Goshawk foraging in 
the area, as well as Red-headed Finches, Red-billed Queleas, Red-eyed 
Bulbuls and Marico Flycatcher.    

As we returned to the lodge, a short-toed Rock-thrush and Grey-
backed Camaroptera posed for pictures in the garden.  We paid our bills 
and it was time to leave our enchanted lodge.  Unfortunately, as we reached 
the exit gate of the Kavita Lodge, we realised that we were chased by a 
member of the staff.  As it turned out, there was money problem and we 
had to go back to the lodge.  After the problem was sorted out, we hit the 
road again towards the Etosha National Park.  En route, we had to stop at 
Tandala Ridge for lunch and to pick up our guide for the next three days.  A 
short stretch of tarmac road was followed by a gravel track with a number 
of gates to open.  The drive was quite monotonous and in the heat of the 
day, it was pretty lifeless.  

After a rather bumpy track up a hill, we eventually reached the top, where we were warmly greeted 
by Tim and his wife, Laurel Osborne.  They settled in Namibia in 1997 and spent two years living in 
Etosha and studying the biology of the Kori Bustard.  Tim co-authored a “Guidebook to the Waterholes 
and Animals in Etosha National Park” recently and seemed to be a perfect guide to show us around 
Etosha.  We had a lovely lunch on the veranda overlooking a great expanse of African savanna.  
However, the heat was almost unbearable.  This did not stop 
us though from some birdwatching and soon Chestnut 
Weaver was added to our list.  Oryx and Warthog were also 
spotted at a distant waterhole.   

At 15:00, we left the Ridge and headed for Etosha.  We 
entered the park via the Anderson gate, an hour later.  As we 
drove towards the Okaukuejo, the oldest camp in the park, we 
quickly diverted to the Ombika waterhole.  The waterhole 
was dry, but our first Black-faced Impala was recorded here 
as well as African Striped Skink Trachylepis striata, lazing 
on a tree trunk.  The semi-endemic Black-faced Impala, has a 
restricted range in Namibia and is confined only to the 
northwestern part of the country, so we were lucky to see 
them at our first waterhole. As we progressed further, we recorded some Springbok, three Giraffes, our 
first two Plain Zebras grazing by the side of the road, as well as African Hoopoe, Greater Kestrel, Black-
chested Prinia, Black-headed Heron, African Pipit and Capped Wheatear.  It took a while to sort out the 
formalities, but soon we were on our way to the chalets.  The chalets, although pretty basic, had air-
conditioning and were close to the most famous floodlit waterhole in the park.   Some of us went straight 
to the waterhole and were not disappointed.  A Verreaux’s Eagle Owl was roosting in a Camel Thorn tree 
by the waterhole, which was beautifully lit up by the setting sun.  Blacksmith Lapwings foraged at the 
edge of the waterhole, Rufous-cheeked Nightjars were chirping around, and Sociable Weavers were busy 
at their nest overlooking the waterhole.    

We eventually all gathered at the dinner table, outside the restaurant.  Here, an unexpected 
entertainment awaited us: local primary school children gave us a stunning concert to raise money for 

their school.  
Later, some of us gathered at the waterhole 

again.  However, the presence of drinking Giraffes 
was not sufficient to keep the interest going and the 
majority of the group left.  Little did they know that 
Black Rhinos were waiting in a queue and soon they 
replaced Giraffes at the waterhole.  Nick ran to get 
Sylvia and John out of their beds and draged them to 
witness the spectacle, whereas Suzanne refused to 
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miss a minute of the event and left Neil behind to tell him the tale.  The patience of those most persistent 
was well rewarded as a herd of Elephants came to the waterhole soon after.   

 
Altogether, 64 species of birds were recorded today, with one species, the Chestnut Weaver, seen 

only today and not again. 
 
 

Day 9  
 
Wednesday  9/11/11    

 
We had our breakfast at 6:30 a.m. and soon after, set off for a drive north 

of the camp to the Okondeka waterhole.   By the time we reached the waterhole, 
we had exciting encounters with a numbers of birds, including two female 
Northern Black Korhaan, Grey-backed and Chestnut-backed Sparrowlarks, 
Spike-heeled Lark, Red-capped Lark, Anteating Chat, Red-headed Finch, 
Double-banded Courser, Capped Wheatear, Banded Martin and two Greater 
Kestrels.  Desert Cisticola was eventually seen by some of us.  Etosha Agama 
Agama etoshae posed for the pictures on an exposed tree trunk and Yellow 
Mongoose ran across the field.  At a waterhole, the view of a great expanse of 
dry Etosha Pan was quite extraordinary.  Here, we saw a great number of Blue 

Wildebeest, Springbok, Plains Zebra, Oryx, Black-backed Jackal and Ostrich.   
We decided to make a bigger loop than initially planned and, further on, 

we drove into an enclosure for a comfort stop.  The toilet facilities were not the 
best, but we encountered here Black-chested Prinia and White-browed Scrub-
robin.  Our first Secretary Bird was also spotted flying in the distance.   

En route to the camp, we had good views of Fawn-coloured Lark, Kori 
Bustard, Sabota Lark, Spotted Thick-knee and Secretary Bird.  Another Etosha 
Agama blended well with the white stones and Ground Squirrels were very 
playful by the side of the road.  Only one of them had its bushy tails up, casting 
a shadow over its body (Ground Squirrels in the shelter of their tails are able to 
forage throughout the hottest part of the day).   

Occasional encounters with Ostrich, Oryx and Springbok hiding in the shade under the trees and 
Giraffes looking for a hide-away place, added to the excitement.  

We had a break for lunch back at the camp and at 15:30, it was time to set off again for another 
drive in the park.  As we drove through the vast whitish plain in the easterly direction, we picked up a 
Pink-billed Lark and Greater Kestrel, with Blue Wildebeest and Oryx sheltering in the shade at the 
roadside.   

At the Gamsbokvlakte waterhole, we saw a small herd of Black-faced Impala and six Black-backed 
Jackals running across the veld to our amusement.  Our bird list was enriched here by Tawny Eagle, 
Bateleur, Cattle Egret, Red-capped Lark and Cape Crow.   

Another stop at the Olifantsbad Waterhole produced African Hawk Eagle, Blacksmith Lapwing, 
Namaqua Sandgrouse, Greenshank and Wood Sandpiper.  But, the biggest excitement here was provided 
by five Lions that stirred some commotion amongst the herd of Great Kudu, Black-faced Impala and even 
the Helmeted Guineafowl.   
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On the way back to the camp, we encountered Northern Black Korhaan, Giraffe and Plain Zebra.  
But, our most memorable encounter was with a single Elephant, walking along the road.  As we 
approached it closer and closer, the Elephant started to show its annoyance and as it was getting ready to 
charge, we swiftly took off.    

We returned to the camp in time for a quick 
viewing session at the waterhole, followed by dinner.  
The entertainment came only later, when at the 
waterhole, in the twilight, a Giraffe and a Black Rhino 
came for an evening drink.  Only a few of us 
persevered late into the night and, according to Suzanne 
and Nick, overall, 17 Giraffes, eight Rhinos and six 
Lions visited the waterhole that night, providing an 
unforgettable experience. 

 
Overall, 75 species of birds were recorded today, 

with 17 new species added to the list.   
 

 
 

Day 10  
Thursday 10/11/11   

 
Today, after breakfast at 6:30 and, for some of us, a pre-breakfast session at the waterhole, we took 

off for Halali, the middle and newest camp in Etosha, having 
opened in 1967.   

Just after leaving the camp, we saw Marico Flycatcher, 
Black-shouldered Kite, Greater Kestrel and Black Rhino 
browsing amongst the bushes.   

A visit to Nebrownii waterhole, produced a single 
Elephant, two Zebras, few Springboks, Black-backed Jackal 
and Kori Bustard.  Sylvia made us laugh, commenting that 
”The place is full of Elephant shit”.  Indeed, there were signs 
indicating that there must have been quite a number of 
Elephants in the area not that long ago.   

 
As we drove through big open spaces, we saw our first Red-breasted 

Swallow, and also Desert Cisticola, Sabota Lark and Black Korhaan.  With some 
effort, we finally lured a Rufous-eared Warbler.  A visit to Ondongab waterhole 
was quick and uneventful.  Further along, we stopped to view European Bee-eaters 
with food, and apart from Pale Chanting Goshawk, Tim pointed out to us an 
unoccupied Martial Eagle nest.  Steenbok, Plain Zebra and Black-faced Impala 
were encountered along the way. 

  
At the Homob waterhole, a big herd of Plain Zebra monopolised the waterhole, with Oryx and 

Springbok waiting for their turn in the 
background.  Here, we also recorded 
three Tawny Eagle, two Little Grebes, 
Black-headed Heron, Kori Bustard, 
Barn Swallow, Grey-backed 
Sparrowlark and Golden-breasted 
Bunting.  A big flock of Red-billed 
Queleas was flying about and, so was a 
Steppe Buzzard.   
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Further along, we saw two Secretary Birds walking majestically in tall grass, just before we had our 

comfort and a snack stop in the Mopani forest.  Here, we found a dead Egyptian Face-slit Bat and 
Variegated Skink Mabuya variegata.   

As we continued our journey, we came across two young Steenbok amongst dense foliage, where 
we also saw Crimson-breasted Shrike and Chestnut-vented Tit-babbler, Grey-backed Cisticola, more 
Sabota Larks, Grey-backed Sparrow-Lark and European Bee-eater. 

At the Salvadora waterhole we encountered 32 Cattle Egrets, 23 Egyptian Geese, 6 Cape Teal, some 
Blacksmith Lapwings and a Kori Bastard.   

A quick stop at the Rietfontein waterhole produced Pied Crow, African Jacana, Wood Sandpiper, 
Ruff, Kittlitz’s Plover, Egyptian Goose as well as some Greater Kudu, Giraffe and Zebra. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just before we reached the Halali camp, we saw another Secretary Bird, which provided a good 

photo opportunity.  The Halali camp is situated in the Mopani forest and we soon discovered that the area 
was rich in birds and wildlife.  Immediately, on our arrival, Tim found an African Scops Owl 
camouflaged well in a tree fork.   A Tree Squirrel and Slender Mongoose were also present here.   

After some rest, we gathered again for lunch and then set off at 15:30 for another drive in the park.   
A visit to the Goas waterhole produced two Little Grebes, two Greenshanks, 3-banded Plover, our 

first and only Green Sandpiper, two Wood Sandpipers, 22 Red-billed Teals, Black Kite and Egyptian 
Goose.  Since the waterhole was also accessible from the opposite site, we drove there to get a better 
view of the area.  Here, Greater Kestrel, Yellow-billed Hornbill, Egyptian Goose with two goslings, more 
Blacksmith Lapwings and Marsh Terrapin Pelomedusa subrufa enriched out list.   

At Nuamses waterhole, Nick finally saw 
his first Golden-breasted Bunting.  Blacksmith 
Lapwings were also present together with 
Green-winged Pytilia and masses of Marsh 
Terrapin basking in the sun.  A majestic Kori 
Bustard came from nowhere and posed for a 
picture. 

A while later, we came across two Black 
Rhino hidden well in the bushes, a female 
Black Korhaan crossed the road and finally, we 
all got a satisfying view of a Desert Cisticola.  
As we drove back to the camp, we saw more Pale Chanting Goshawks, Black-shouldered Kites and Kori 
Bustards.  Blue Wildebeest and Springbok were numerous and a few Giraffes were also seen.   

We reached Halali camp in late afternoon and went straight to the camp waterhole, situated some 
distance from the camp.  Here, a herd of Elephants was already entertaining a substantial crowd.  We 
spent watching the herd for a while, but soon it was time to return to the chalets for a quick rest.  After 
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our rather brief dinner, some of us retired to the 
chalets, others returned to the floodlit camp 
waterhole, where five independent Rhino, one with a 
youngster, a herd of 20 Elephants, Spotted Hyena, 
Cape Fox, Giraffe and Scrub Hare entertained late 
into the night.   

 
 
Altogether, 82 species were recorded today with 
eight species seen for the first time.   

 
 
 

Day 11  
 

Friday 11/11/11    
 
Some of us managed to do early morning birding around the camp and got good views of Southern 

White-crowned Shrike, Yellow-billed Hornbill and possibly Red-billed Hornbill (hybrid?), Pearl-spotted 
Owlet tucked away in the dense foliage, Cape Glossy and Bürchell’s Starlings and Violet Wood-hoopoe 
feeding its youngsters in the nest.  After breakfast, we had a quick look around the place where Tim heard 
a Brubru, but the bird was not very obliging and we failed to see it.  We then headed in the easterly 
direction with a plan to reach the Namutoni camp for lunch.   

Our first stop at the Goas waterhole again, 
added only the Yellow-billed Hornbill to the list of 
birds we made here yesterday.  As we drove 
through the barren landscape, there were clear signs 
that a fierce fire had affected a substantial area of 
the park.  Despite the burned habitat, we 
encountered a Rhino, Blue Wildebeest, Southern 
White-crowned Shrike, Pied Babbler, Lappet-faced 
Vulture and a couple of Black-shouldered Kites 
and Pale Chanting Goshawks.  

As we approached the Batia waterhole, three 
Bateleurs were spotted, but one turned out to be the 
Black-chested Snake-eagle.  Plain Zebras and 
Springbok were abundant.  Further along, we photographed a Cattle Egret having a ride on the back of 
the Blue Wildebeest and a dark melanistic form of a Giraffe was seen in the distance.  Another Bateleur, 
Brown Snake-eagle and Black-chested Snake-eagle were added later and a quick view of a familiar 
Lesser Grey Shrike made us excited.   

As we approached the Kalkheuwel waterhole, we got a quick glimpse of a Chat Flycatcher, four 
Giraffes and Ostrich.  The waterhole itself was very absorbing and a Tawny Eagle sitting on the ground 
and spreading its wings to cool itself from the heat, provided much of excitement.  Our first Emerald-
spotted Wood-dove was seen here and a Wood Sandpiper and Cattle Egret walking on the edge of the 
pond, provided good photo opportunities.  Red-billed Queleas were abundant.   

The road ran along the edge of the Etosha Pan, so it was 
possible to scan over the vast expanse of water, where normally would 
have been a dry land.  Due to heavy rainfall earlier in the season, the 
Etosha Pan still sustained a substantial amount of water, where hundreds 
of Avocets and Flamingoes congregated.    

At the Chudob waterhole, we had a good view of the Emerald-
spotted Wood-dove.  Here, amongst Red-billed and Cape Teals, John 
spotted female Southern Pochards, six in total.   Zebras, Giraffes and 

Black-faced Impalas all gathered around the waterhole, awaiting their turn.   
We eventually arrived at the Namutoni camp for lunch.  Namutoni is a historic German fort dating 

back to 1903 and declared a national monument in 1950.  The fort has now been transformed into shops 
and restaurants.  The air-conditioned restaurant was a wonderful refuge from the heat of the day, but 
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toasted sandwiches, chips and fruit juice was all we could manage.  A quick look at the Namutoni 
waterhole produced Red-billed Teal, African Shelduck, Egyptian Goose, Cape Shoveller, Greater Painted 
Snipe, Greater Flamingo, Whiskered Tern and Black-winged Stilt, amongst others.  Springboks were 
grazing in the distance.  A Bateleur was spotted soaring high in the sky and a Black Kite appeared briefly.  
As we walked to the car park, a group of Banded Mongoose ran across the field, under a big Marula Tree 
Sclerocarya birrea. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We then headed north to the Tsumcor waterhole.  Here, a few Giraffes were drinking in their 

familiar fashion with the front legs spread out and the neck bent to reach the water.  Nick finally got a 
satisfying view of a Golden Bunting.  Violet-eared Waxbill, Red-billed Quelea and Long-tailed Paradise-
whydah were also present here.    

A drive around the Fisher’s Pan produced three Pied Babblers, 14 Pelicans, a couple of Yellow-
billed Hornbills, Kori Bustard, Southern Grey-headed Sparrow and a few Grey-headed Gulls.  Again, on 
the waters of the Etosha Pan, a big flock of Flamingoes, Avocets and masses of unidentified wildfowl 
were present in the distance.  Further along, two Saddle-billed Storks paddled in the water, Ludwig’s 
Bustard crossed the dry veld and a Tawny Eagle and Gabar Goshawk flew in the distance.   

Our last stop in the park was at the Klein Namutoni waterhole.  Here, activity picked up and we 
closed our visit to Etosha Park with good views of three species of teal, Vulvous Duck, Marabou Stork, 
Wood and Common Sandpipers, Three-banded Plover, Groundscraper Thrush, Grey-headed Gull and 
Tawny Eagle on its nest, amongst others.  At least five Giraffes were present here as well.   

We eventually left Etosha National Park via the Anderson Gate, stopping one more time to see a 
gorgeous Damara Dik-dik hiding amongst the long grasses by the side of the road.  We reached our lodge 
in late afternoon.  We were greeted with a cool drink at the bar of this luxurious premise.  The reception, 
curio shop, bar and the lounge were all tastefully 
decorated with a blend of traditional African and 
modern art.  We were allocated to our thatched chalets 
amongst the Terminalia Trees, where Crimson-breasted 
Shrike, three species of Hornbills, Bürchell’s Starling, 
Cape Glossy Starlings and Tree Squirrel were our first 
encounters.  It was great to have a bit of luxury after 
the whole day of driving.     

We gathered again for a drink at the bar, before 
sitting round the open fire (apart from Sylvia and John, 
oops...).  Here, we relaxed and shared amusing stories.  
We discovered, for instance, that this luxurious 
establishment was too much for some of us and 
Gordon, managed to mistake a bath mat for a towel!  
An evening dinner, under the umbrella of sparkling 
stars, was excellent and included a selection of buffet 
dishes.  We retired late in the night… 

Altogether, 111 species of birds were recorded 
today, with eight new species. 
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Day 12 

 
Saturday 12/11/11   

 
A late breakfast at 8:30 allowed us to do some birding around the lodge’s grounds.  Here, we saw 

Blue Waxbill, Go-away Bird, Crested Francolin, three species of hornbills, amongst others.  The rest of 
the group took a leisurely pace and we all met at the breakfast table, situated on the patio overlooking the 
swimming pool and the lovely surrounding.  A Scrub Hare was hiding behind one of the trees.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today, we were heading south to Okonjima.  But, before we left our 

lovely lodge, a Golden-tailed Woodpecker was spotted feeding a youngster in 
its nest.  The cameras were out again.    

The drive was rather uneventful and apart from seeing a few Baboons by 
the side of the road and a Brown Snake Eagle, our attention drifted towards 
the landscape and plants.  The Orchid Tree Bauhinia petersiana, with white 
flowers, and Wild Seringa Burkea africana, were the most noticeable plants 
on both sides of the road.  A quick stop at a petrol station provided an 
opportunity to get out and browse at small boutique shops and a craft market 
across the road.   

Another long drive, where a few Zebras, Springboks and a juvenile 
Marshal Eagle entertained us at times.   At Otjiwarongo, we said good-bye to Tim and continued our 
journey south.  Eventually, we reached the gate of Okonjima.  We went through a number of security 
gates on a sandy/gravel track before reaching the establishment.  Here, after a refreshing drink at the 
camp’s hatched restaurant and an introduction to the camp, we were “escorted” to our chalets.  To our 
delight, the chalets were modern with a spectacular 180o view across the grassland savanna in front of our 
beds.  Nick though decided on a solitary existence and stayed in accommodation styled as an African hut, 
right in the middle of a well-established garden.   

After lunch and some siesta time, we gathered again at 16:30 for a drink and snacks/cakes at the 
restaurant.  Nick, wearing his short trousers, attracted our attention and I could not resist, asking him, 
why he waited until the last day to wear them, given all the hot days.  Before Nick could defend himself, 
Sylvia commented: ”Because he put them at the bottom of his suitcase”.  Nick nodded in agreement. 

Soon after, we were sitting in a game-
viewing vehicle, ready to radio-track Leopards.   
As we drove on a gravel track, our guide 
frequently scanned the area with the aerial.  
Leopards roam freely in the reserve and catch 
their own prey.  However, since they are 
notoriously shy, we were not guaranteed to see 
them.   

Suddenly though, the signal began to get 
stronger and, to our shock, Tyson, a 4-year old 
male Leopard, emerged from behind the vehicle.  
It seemed not to be bothered by our presence, 
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because it laid down in the shade of a tree, just a few metres away from us.  It was surreal.  All cameras 
were clicking. Soon, another vehicle joined us but, Tyson had enough by then, and it decided to move on.  
It crossed our path again before disappearing into the bushes.   

On John’s command: “Let’s go and find something more interesting”, we moved on.  Michael, our 
driver and a guide, was very obliging and stopped at every spot where we found something interesting to 
look at.  We saw two White-tailed Shrikes and our first very shy Eland, when Janet announced that she is 
after a good picture of a Termite mound.  She stressed though that she did not want just a picture, she 
wanted an extraordinary picture of an extraordinary mound.  So, from then on, we were on a look out for 
That Mound for Janet.   

As we drove along the track, we picked up Go-away 
Bird, Black-throated Canary, Namaqua Dove, Black-
crowned Tchagra, Blue Waxbill and Violet-eared Waxbill.  
A little wetland further along provided us with good views 
of three Shaft-tailed Whydah, Red-billed Teal, Red-billed 
Francolin, Blacksmith Lapwing, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, 
Yellow-billed Hornbill and many more.  The Fork-tailed 
Drongo, Brown-crowned Tchagra, Steenbok, Kudu and 
Plain Zebra were seen along the way.  

 Later, we encountered Ground Squirrels playing 
about, a herd of Greater Kudu and a few Elands posed for a 
picture in a setting sun.  And, when we thought, things 
could not get any better, Michael (under increasing 
pressure) found out that two new Cheetah just arrived at the 
animal hospital and we could see them if hurry.  However, 
when we arrived to the hospital, the Cheetah were sedated 
and already in the cages.  It was sad to see them so helpless, 
but the AfriCat Foundation is doing a good job - it protects 
Cheetah, Leopard and other wild animals in Namibia by 
rescuing them, researching and rehabilitating them back to 
the wild.  The rehabilitation centre was home to two 
Caracals and four Cheetahs.  Dona Hanssen, the passionate 
owner, show them to us.   

We did not manage to have our sundowner in the 
field, so we managed a quick drink on our return to the 
lodge.  After a short rest, we returned to the restaurant 
again for our dinner.  The majority of us were keen to 
continue observing animals at night and joined others on a 
guided walk to a waterhole, a short distance from our 
chalets.   Here, we saw two Cape Porcupines, five Spotted 
Hyenas and a few terrapins.   

Altogether, 67 species of birds were recorded today, 
with Blue Waxbill, Yellow-breasted Apalis, Black- and 
Brown-crowned Tchagras seen for the first time.  

 
 
 

 Day 13 
 
Sunday 13/11/11    

 
Our morning began with more bird viewing and picture taking.  The lodge’s grounds were teeming 

with birds and before breakfast our bird list included species such as Cape Wagtail, Golden-tailed 
Woodpecker, Shaft-tailed Whydah, Crimson-breasted Shrike, Scaly-feathered Finch, Willow Warbler, 
Common House-Martin, Greater Striped Swallow, Long-billed Crombec, Marico Sunbird and Red-billed 
Francolin, amongst others.  After, breakfast and collecting Doug from his photo session with sunbirds, we 
drove off at 8:40 am south, towards Windhoek.  As we drove along a dusty track within the Okonjima 
Lodge boundaries, we had a quick encounter with a Common Warthog and Common Duiker.     
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Just before Windhoek, we stopped for lunch.  The 
restaurant and the bar under the thatched roof overlooked 
a green lawn and the nearby bushes, providing close 
views of the number of birds and grazing Common 
Warthogs.   Some of us immediately ventured off in 
search for those price-winning pictures.  Gudrun arrived 
soon after and we all gathered in the restaurant at 1 pm 
for lunch.   A Rock Monitor Varanus albigularis emerged 
briefly behind the restaurant window. There was time to 
take the last quick picture of the whole group, because 
Gordon, Doug, Janet and I headed off for the airport to catch our early flight.  The rest of the group, 
accompanied by Gudrun, stayed behind.  A walk around the lodge grounds was quite productive and 
species seen here included White-browed Sparrow-Weaver, Cape Glossy Starling, Bürchell’s Staling, 
Lilac-breasted Roller, Crimson-breasted Shrike, Southern Masked Weaver, Acacia Pied Barbet, Spotted 
Thick-knee, Speckled Pigeon, Black-throated Canary, Violet-eared Waxbill, White-backed Vulture and 
Familiar Chat.  

Soon, it was time to catch the flight.  Our Namibian adventure came to an end at the airport, when 
we said farewell to our driver, Immanuel, and the most obliging Gudrun.   

The list of species closed at 36 today, with the Lesser Masked Weaver recorded for the first time.  
However, since the group was split at the end of the stay, this list might vary for some. 

 
In summary: 250 species of bird were recorded on the trip, with 53 species recorded only once.  

The most frequent species, seen on all days, was the Laughing Dove.  Forty two mammals were also 
recorded with Springbok being most frequently seen.    
 
 A note from Gordon:  
“It is a difficult job identifying plants and insects when you go to another continent. There are such a lot 
of families, genera and species with no resemblance to those in Europe. Books on the subject are not as 
freely available as on British wildlife. I cannot take all the books I have on South African wildlife 
otherwise my suitcase will be too heavy. I have tried to make a list of some wildlife other than birds and 
animals but understanding the pronunciation of latin by the locals and having difficulty with their dialect 
made life difficult. I scribbled the latin on to scrap paper and, luckily, I found most species with a 
resemblance to my latin scribble. Finding time to key out some tree species was another problem and the 
heat soon dried out specimens. So far I have not found the Flame Tree but I am sure it is in one of my 
European tree books.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Okaukuejo waterhole
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List of birds recorded on the trip (250) 
 
 

  Common name 
Days 
seen    Common name 

Days 
seen 

1 Black-necked Grebe   3  48 Black Kite   3 
2 Little Grebe  4  49 Black-shouldered Kite   5 
3 White-chinned Petrel  1  50 Pygmy Falcon 1 
4 Sooty Shearwater 1  51 Gabar Goshawk 3 
5 Cape Gannet   2  52 Peregrine Falcon 2 
6 White-breasted Cormorant 4  53 Rock Kestrel 3 
7 Cape Cormorant   3  54 Greater Kestrel 4 
8 Reed Cormorant   1  55 Red-billed Francolin 4 
9 Crowned Cormorant  1  56 Crested Francolin 2 

10 African Darter   1  57 Hartlaub's Francolin 2 
11 White Pelican   4  58 Helmeted Guineafowl 8 
12 Grey Heron 4  59 Common Ostrich 5 
13 Black-headed Heron 1  60 Common Moorhen 2 
14 Yellow-billed Egret 1  61 Black Crake  1 
15 Great White Egret 2  62 African Jacana 3 
16 Little Egret   4  63 Secretarybird   3 
17 Cattle Egret 4  64 Kori Bustard   5 
18 Squacco Heron 1  65 Ludwig's Bustard 2 
19 Green-backed Heron 1  66 Red-crested Korhaan   3 
20 Marabou Stork 1  67 Northern Black Korhaan 5 
21 Saddle-billed Stork 1  68 African Black Oystercatcher 1 
22 Greater Flamingo 4  69 Black-winged Stilt 4 
23 Lesser Flamingo 4  70 Pied Avocet 2 
24 Hamerkop 1  71 Common Ringed Plover 1 
25 Egyptian Goose   5  72 Three-banded Plover 4 
26 South African Shelduck 2  73 Kittlitz's Plover   3 
27 Fulvous Duck 2  74 Chestnut-banded Plover 1 
28 Southern Pochard   1  75 White-fronted Plover 3 
29 Cape Shoveller 1  76 Crowned Lapwing (Plover) 4 
30 Cape Teal   3  77 Blacksmith Lapwing (Plover) 6 
31 Red-billed Teal 4  78 Grey Plover   2 
32 Hottentot Teal 1  79 Ruff   4 
33 Lappet-faced Vulture   4  80 Red Knot 1 
34 Cape Vulture 2  81 Curlew Sandpiper 1 
35 White-backed Vulture 4  82 Sanderling 1 
36 African Fish-Eagle 1  83 Little Stint 1 
37 Bateleur   2  84 Common Sandpiper 5 
38 Brown Snake-eagle   2  85 Green Sandpiper 1 
39 Black-chested Snake-eagle 2  86 Wood Sandpiper   5 
40 Tawny Eagle 3  87 Terek Sandpiper   1 
41 Verreaux's Eagle 1  88 Common Greenshank 6 
42 Martial Eagle   1  89 Marsh Sandpiper 2 
43 African Hawk Eagle 3  90 Bar-tailed Godwit   1 
44 Augur Buzzard   1  91 Common Whimbrel 3 
45 Wahlberg's Eagle 1  92 Greater Painted Snipe   1 
46 Steppe Buzzard   2  93 Ruddy Turnstone 3 
47 Southern Pale Chanting Goshawk   9  94 Spotted Thick-knee (Dikkop)   3 
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List of birds recorded on the trip (250) continued… 
 
 

95 Bürchell's Courser   2  147 Bearded Woodpecker 2 
96 Double-banded Courser 1  148 Dune Lark 1 
97 Cape (Kelp) Gull   4  149 Sabota Lark 4 
98 Grey-headed Gull 2  150 Fawn-coloured Lark 1 
99 Hartlaub's Gull   4  151 Red-capped Lark 3 

100 Caspian Tern   1  152 Pink-billed Lark 1 
101 Swift Tern   1  153 Chestnut-backed Sparrowlark 1 
102 Sandwich Tern   1  154 Grey-backed Sparrowlark 3 
103 Common Tern   1  155 Spike-heeled Lark 2 
104 Arctic Tern   1  156 Red-breasted Swallow  2 
105 Damara Tern  1  157 Greater Striped Swallow   4 
106 Whiskered Tern 1  158 Barn (European) Swallow   7 
107 Double-banded Sandgrouse 3  159 Common House-Martin 4 
108 Namaqua Sandgrouse 3  160 Banded Martin 1 
109 Speckled (Rock) Pigeon 2  161 Rock Martin   7 
110 Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon) 3  162 Fork-tailed Drongo   10 
111 African Mourning Dove   2  163 Pied Crow  4 
112 Cape Turtle Dove 10  164 Cape (Black) Crow 6 
113 Laughing Dove 13  165 Carp's Tit  3 
114 Emeral-spotted Wood-Dove 2  166 Black-faced Babbler  2 
115 Namaqua Dove 9  167 Bare-cheeked Babbler  1 
116 Rüppell's Parrot   1+h  168 Southern Pied Babbler 4 
117 Rosy-faced Lovebird   4  169 African Red-eyed Bulbul  10 
118 Grey Go-Away-Bird (Lourie)   7  170 Groundscraper Thrush 8 
119 African Cuckoo   2+h  171 Short-toed Rock-Thrush  4 
120 Diderik Cuckoo 1  172 Familiar Chat 9 
121 Verreaux's Eagle Owl (Giant)   2  173 Tractrac Chat  3 
122 Pearl-spotted Owlet 3  174 Mountain Wheatear (Chat)  3 
123 African Scops-Owl 1  175 Capped Wheatear 3 
124 Freckled Nightjar 2  176 Anteating Chat  4 
125 Rufous-cheeked Nightjar 3  177 Herero Chat  1 
126 Alpine Swift 1  178 White-browed Scrub-Robin  6 
127 Bradfield's Swift 4  179 Kalahari Scrub-Robin  5 
128 Little Swift 7  180 Willow Warbler 1 
129 White-rumped Swift 1  181 Yellow-bellied Eremomela  3 
130 African Palm-Swift   7  182 Karoo Eremomela  1 
131 White-backed Mousebird   3  183 African Reed-Warbler (Marsh) 2 
132 European Bee-eater 4  184 Rockrunner  4 
133 Swallow-tailed Bee-eater  5  185 Barred Wren-Warbler  3 
134 Lilac-breasted Roller   4  186 Grey-backed Camaroptera (Bleating) 6 
135 Purple Roller   7  187 Chestnut-vented Tit-Babbler 4 
136 Monteiro's Hornbill   5  188 Long-billed Crombec 5 
137 African Grey Hornbill  5  189 Yellow-breasted Apalis 1 
138 Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill 6  190 Zitting (Fantailed) Cisticola 1 
139 Red-billed Hornbill 2  191 Desert Cisticola 3 
140 Damara Hornbill 3  192 Grey-backed Cisticola  1 
141 Green (Red-billed) Wood-Hoopoe 1  193 Rattling Cisticola 4 
142 Violet Wood-Hoopoe   3  194 Rufous-eared Warbler  1 
143 Common Scimitarbill 3  195 Black-chested Prinia  8 
144 African Hoopoe 4  196 Spotted Flycatcher 2 
145 Acacia Pied Barbet 8  197 Chat Flycatcher  6 
146 Golden-tailed Woodpecker 4  198 Marico Flycatcher  5 
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List of birds recorded on the trip (250) continued… 
 
 
 
 

199 Orange River White-eye  2  225 Cape Sparrow  6 
200 Pririt Batis  3  226 Yellow-throated Petronia (Sparrow) 1 
201 Cape Wagtail 8  227 Southern Grey-headed Sparrow 9 
202 African (Grassveld) Pipit 5  228 Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver 4 
203 Crimson-breasted Shrike  8  229 White-browed Sparrow-Weaver 9 
204 Red-backed Shrike 2  230 Sociable Weaver  3 
205 Lesser Grey Shrike 1  231 Southern Masked-Weaver 12 
206 Common Fiscal (Fiscal Shrike) 7  232 Chestnut Weaver 1 
207 Brown-crowned Tchagra 1  233 Red-billed Quelea 6 
208 Black-crowned Tchagra 1  234 Pin-tailed Whydah 1 
209 Bokmakierie  2  235 Shaft-tailed Whydah  3 
210 White-crested Helmet-Shrike 1  236 Long-tailed Paradise-Whydah 1 
211 White-tailed Shrike  6  237 Violet-eared Waxbill  6 
212 Southern White-crowned Shrike  2  238 Black-faced Waxbill 4 
213 Brubru 2  239 Red-billed Firefinch 2 
214 Black-backed Puffback 1  240 Common Waxbill 2 
215 Greater Blue-eared Starling 1  241 Blue Waxbill 2 
216 Cape Glossy Starling  11  242 Red-headed Finch  6 
217 Bürchell's Starling  7  243 Scaly-feathered Finch  5 
218 Pale-winged Starling  6  244 Green-winged Pytilia (Melba Finch)  7 
219 Wattled Starling 5  245 Yellow Canary  7 
220 Scarlet-chested Sunbird 1  246 Yellow-fronted Canary 1 
221 Dusky Sunbird  4  247 Black-throated Canary 6 
222 Marico Sunbird 5  248 White-throated Canary  1 
223 Great Sparrow  6  249 Golden-breasted Bunting 4 
224 House Sparrow 6  250 Cape Bunting 3 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Fungi species  

identified by Gordon 
 

Inonotus sp A Bracket Fungus 
Tulostoma sp A Sand Stilt Puffball



 
 

Mammals seen on the trip (42) 
 
 
 

 English name Latin name Days 
seen 

1 Egyptian Slit-faced Bat Nycteris thebaica (dead) 1 
2 Savanna Baboon Papio cynocephalus ursinus 3 
3 Scrub Hare Lepus saxatillis 3 
4 Southern African Ground Squirrel Xerus inauris 4 
5 Tree Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi 2 
6 Cape Porcupine Hystrix africaeaustralis 2 
7 Dassie Rat Petromus typicus 1 
8 Four-striped Grass Mouse Rhabdomys pumilio 1 
9 Black-tailed Tree Rat Thallomys nigricaudatus 1 
10 Cape Fox Vulpes chama 1 
11 Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas 6 
12 Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo 1 
13 Slender Mongoose Galerella sanguinea 2 
14 Yellow Mongoose Cynictis penicillata 2 
15 Black Mongoose  Galerella nigrata 1 
16 Suricate (Meerkat) Suricata suricatta 1 
17 Small-spotted Genet Genetta genetta 1 
18 Spotted Hyaena Crocuta crocuta 2 
19 Caracal Caracal caracal 1* 
20 Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus 1* 
21 Lion Panthera leo 3 
22 Leopard Panthera pardus 1* 
23 African Elephant Loxodonta africana 4 
24 Rock Dassie (Hyrax) Procavia capensis 2 
25 Plains Zebra  Equus quagga 5 
26 Hook-lipped Rhinoceros (Black) Diceros bicornis 4 
27 Square-lipped Rhinoceros (White) Ceratotherium simum 3 
28 Common Warthog  Phacochoerus africanus 7 
29 Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis 6 
30 Common Eland Tragelaphus oryx 1 
31 Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros 7 
32 Gemsbok (Oryx) Oryx gazelle 6 
33 Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus 5 
34 Red Hartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus 3 
35 Black-faced Impala  Aepyceros melampus petersi 4 
36 Springbok Antidorcas marsupialis 9 
37 Damara Dik-dik Madoqua damarensis 3 
38 Steenbok Raphicerus campestris 6 
39 Common Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia 1 
40 Cape Fur Seal Arctocephalus pusillus 2 
41 Heaviside’s Dolphin Cephalorhynchus heavisidii 1 
42 Atlantic Ocean Bottlenosed Dolphin Tursiops truncates 1 

 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*  species seen in the enclosures in Okonjima 
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    Reptiles seen  
 

 Latin name Common name 
1 Agama etoshae Etosha Agama 
2 Agama planiceps planiceps Namibian Rock Agama 
3 Mabuya variegata Variegated Skink 
4 Meroles anchietae Sand Diving/Shovel-snouted Lizards 
5 Meroles cuneirostris  Wedge-snouted Desert Lizard 
6 Meroles reticulatus Reticulated Desert Lizard 
7 Pachydactylus rangei Palmato Gecko 
8 Pelomedusa subrufa Marsh Terrapin 
9 Rhoptropus afer Common Namib Day Gecko 

10 Trachylepsis striata African Striped Skink 
11 Varanus albigularis Rock Monitor 

 
 
 

Insects seen  
 

 
 Latin name Common name 

1 Belenois aurata Brown-veined White Butterfly 
2 Cynthia cardui Painted Lady Butterfly 
3 Junonia hierto Yellow Pansy Butterfly 
4 Stenocara eburnean Beetle sp. 
5 Zophosis ambilis Coffee Bean Beetle 
6 Onymacris unguicularis Head-standing Beetle 
7 Psammotermes allocerus Desert Termite 
8 Trithemis arteriosa Red-veined Dropwing Dragonfly 
9 Ptinidae sp Dung Beetle   

10 Sicarius hahnii A deadly spider sp. 
11  “Tube” spider 

 
 
 

Lichen species 
identified by Doug 

 
1 Acarospora gypsi-desertii 
2 Buellia stellulata 
3 Caloplaca elegantissima 
4 Caloplaca namibensis 
5 Caloplaca bonae-spei 
6 Caloplaca testudinea 
7 Caloplaca volkii 
8 Diploicia canescens 
9 Lecidella crystalline 

10 Santessonia hereroensis 
11 Teloschistes capensis 
12 Teloschistes chrysocarpoides
13 Xanthoparmelia dregeana 
14 Xanthoparmelia hueana 
15 Xanthoparmelia incomposita 
16 Xanthoparmelia namibiensis 
17 Xanthoparmelia walteri 
18 Xanthoria sipmanii 
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 Trees recorded/identified on the trip 
 

by 
 

Gordon and Bozena 
 
 
 
 

 Latin name Common name 
1 Acacia erioloba Camel Thorn 
2 Acacia tortilis Umbrella Thorn Acacia 
3 Adansonia digitata Baobab 
4 Albizia anthelmintica  Worm-bark False-thorn 
5 Bauhinia petersiana Orchid Tree 
6 Berchemia discolor  Brown Ivory 
7 Boscia foetida/albitrunca Shepherd’s Tree 
8 Burkea africana Wild Seringa 
9 Callistemon viminalis  Weeping Bottlebrush 

10 Catophractes alexandri Trumpet Thorn 
11 Colophospermum mopane Mopane 
12 Combretum apiculatum  Red Bushwillow 
13 Combretum imberbe  Leadwood 
14 Commiphora glaucescens Blue-leaved Corkwood 
15 Dichrostachys cinerea  Sickle Bush 
16 Erythrina decora Namib Coral Tree 
17 Euclea pseudebenus Ebony Tree 
18 Faidherbia albida Ana Tree 
19 Ficus buskei A Strangler Fig 
20 Ficus sycomorus Common Cluster Fig 
21 Jacaranda mimosifolia Jacaranda 
22 Hyphaene petersiana Lala Palm 
23 Kigelia africana Sausage Tree 
24 Maerua schinzii Ringwood Tree 
25 Melia azedarach Seringa 
26 Moringa ovalifolia  PhantomTree/ Ghost Tree 
27 Mundulea sericea Cork Bush 
28 Nicotiana glauca Shrubby Tobacco 
29 Larrea tridentata Creosote Bush 
30 Obetia carruthersiana Angolan Nettle Tree 
31 Opuntia ficus-indica Sweet Prickly Pear 
32 Parkinsonia africana  Green Long Hair Tree 
33 Punica granatum Pomegranate 
34 Salvadora persica Mustard Tree 
35 Sclerocarya birrea Marula 
36 Steganotaenia araliacea Carrot Tree 
37 Sterculia africana African Star-chestnut 
38 Tamarix usneoides Wild Tamarisk 
39 Tapinanthus oleifolius Common Mistletoe 
40 Terminalia prunoides Lowveld Cluster-leaf/ Purple Pod Terminalia 
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Plants other than trees recorded/identified on the trip 
 
 

by Gordon 
 
 
 

 
 Latin name Common name 
1 Acanthosicyos horridus Nara  
2 Acanthus spinosus Spiny Bear’s Breeches 
3  Century Plant 
4 Aloe marlothii Mountain Aloe 
5 Arundo donax Giant Reed 
6 Asparagus officinalis Wild Asparagus 
7 Bougainvillea spectabilis Bougainvillea 
8 Blepharis obmitrata Mountain Thistle 
9 Casuarina equisetifolia She-oak 

10 Citrullus lanatus Namib Tsamma Melon 
11 Cleome angustifolia Yellow Mouse-whiskers 
12 Cleome hirta Purple Mouse-whiskers 
13 Datura stramonium Thorn-apple 
14 Eleocharis sp  A Spike Rush 
15 Erigeron canadensis Canadian Fleabane 
16 Galenia papulosa No common name, similar to Desert Pink
17 Gallinsago sp A Galant Soldier 
18 Grewia villosa Mallow Raisin 
19 Hedera helix Ivy 
20 Helichrysum roseo-niveum South-west Edelweiss 
21 Juncus sp A Rush 
22 Lantana camara Lantana 
23 Lithops comptonii A Pebble Plant 
24 Mesembryanthemum guerichianum Ice Plant 
25 Nerium oleander Oleander 
26 Onchus asper Prickle Sowthistle 
27 Phragmites australis Common Reed 
28 Plumbago auriculata Plumbago 
29 Rosmarinus officinalis Rosemary 
30 Salsola tuberculata Saltwort 
31 Sambucus nigra Elder 
32 Sesuvium sesuvioides Desert Pink 
33 Stipagrostis sabulicola Namib Dune Bushman Grass 
34 Strelitzia reginae Crane Flower 
35 Sueda articulata A Seablite 
36 Tecoma capensis Cape Honeysuckle 
37 Tripteris microcarpa Tall  Desert-daisy 
38 Welwitschia mirabillis Welwitschia 
39 Zygophyllum stapffii Dollar Bush 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 

  


